Finance Society Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 19, 2007
Website:
www.umassfinancesociety.com
Alumni Information Session:
· Mario Pietromonaco – commodities trader
· Thursday, September 20 @ 6pm in SOM 124

· Dress: business casual, business formal is suggested

· No cell phones
· What is a commodity?

-Gold, copper, nickel

-Cattle

· Price of oil - $82/barrel

· Futures contract – contract between two parties where one party agrees to buy something from the other party in the future at a given price

Information Sessions in general:
· Write down notes – make it look like you’re interested even if you’re not

· Ask questions at every info session!!!!

· Introduce yourself to speaker afterwards: “Here’s my résumé,” “I’d like to stay in touch..”

· Bring a good folder and pen(no plastic Bics)

· Write a Thank You email – handwritten note is better than an email but only if you have nice handwriting

· If you don’t know a lot about Finance yet, ask questions like “Do you have any advice?” “I haven’t taken any Finance classes yet – how can I convince a recruiter that I’m still interested?”

-Asking questions is a good way to follow up with the speaker – “In your info session you mentioned abc, which made me curious xyz…?”

Resume Review – Avoiding Common Mistakes
· Fonts need to be consistent – header(name, address, etc.) has to be the font as the body
· Always use a professional email address (not mommas_boi@hotmail.com)

· Don’t use weird notations (voice? should be mobile, or cell)

· Objectives are okay as long as long as they are specific to the firm – be careful that the objective fits the firm

-Don’t need an objective if it is too broad

· Keep an eye out for consistency errors such as hyphens, dates, etc.

-keep hyphens the same length, same format

-*shows attention to detail

-6/7/2005 vs. 6/7/05 – dates need to be the same

· Cluster experiences accordingly (research, awards, scholarships, etc. – all should be under education)

· When listing companies/employers use the full legal name
-If company is publicly traded, the easiest way to find name is on the annual report

· Don’t be too broad in your explanations – be active and specific in your descriptions

-Try to show how that experience is relevant to what you would want to do

-Describe how you “learned” something or what taught you that skill

· Don’t just put down clubs for the sake of it – find something you enjoy and be active so you can speak easily about your involvement

· Try to avoid things from high school unless you did something amazing (save a baby, All-American, etc.) or are a freshman

· Use active verbs
· Unless you are great with technical skills or something special, do not list proficient with Word, etc., it is already assumed

· If firm is looking for something specific, make sure you address that skill or attribute in your résumé – as long as it is true!!

· Make sure your interests are appropriate and specific – don’t list off every sport in the world and don’t list something that is weird

300
· Best movie ever!!

· Stay for food and talk to other members
